Current knowledge in cleft lip and palate treatment from an orthodontist's point of view.
The aim of this review was to put new clinical research findings into proper perspectives relative to previously accepted knowledge on treatment of patients with cleft lip and palate. The first part of the paper deals with various aspects of infant orthopedic treatment, such as its influence on primary surgery, maxillary arch form and dimensions, feeding, psychological situation of the parents and speech development. Following parts analyze general maxillofacial growth outcome after surgery and also maxillofacial growth in relation to particular surgical procedures (palatal repair, periosteoplasty/gingivoplasty, bone grafting). The last part of the review discuss the effects of certain orthodontic/orthopedic treatment approaches as well as the role of dental implants in treatment of cleft lip and palate patients.